
Ready for the new year
The new school year has started in a way that feels almost 
‘normal’ after all that has happened over the last 18 months. As a 
team we spent 3 days together at the very start of September, 
allowing us to pray and worship together and prepare for the 
year ahead. We had some helpful input from Gareth Bolton, from 
mission agency OM, thinking about Gideon and the challenges he 
faced, and the way God equipped him to meet those challenges 
head on, despite the fact that things may not have looked hugely 
promising from a human point of view. We were reminded that if 

people that God is looking to use. 

As you read through this newsletter, hopefully it will give you an 
insight into how God does use what we do as CRiBS. Often we 
don’t see the full picture, and measuring the impact of what we 
do is not always straightforward. But from time to time we see 
glimpses of what is going on, enough to give encouragement and 
keep us pressing on with the work God has called us to do. 

You will also hopefully get a feel for the breadth of what we do – 
through it all we want to point children and young people to 
Jesus and the fullness of life he offers. We 
have now had the opportunity to deliver the 

have more booked, as well as some lined up in 
secondary  schools. From a purely practical 

and for us it is a privilege to be able to work with resources 
produced by a Christian organisation that has such good standing 
in the community. 

As always, your prayers and support are the backbone of all that 
we are able to do. Thank you so much for standing with us. Let’s 
trust God to use what we offer Him in ways that surprise us! 
Mark CRiBS CEO 

At our staff training in September, Mark shared about CRiBS 
being sowers and how we don't often see the harvest.  
I want to share some encouragement on this.  I was recently 
at Avery Hill Christian Fellowship for the induction of 
Jonathan Coates. After the service I was approached by a 
young lady who asked me whether I work for CRiBS. She told 

remembered the CRiBS 3:16 bus visiting the school.  She also 
recalled the story of the Lost Son that she had been told. 
She is now at college and shared the wonderful news that 

We never know what happens to the seeds we sow, but 
sometimes God gives us a little glimpse of the harvest. Carole

Another highlight at Lark was to chat 
with some of the parents. A chance 
encounter with one of the mums led 
to a conversation. It turned out the 
Boys Noise intervention team had

Having mentored a student for two years prior to the pandemic, 
and its isolating period, I accidentally met them one day in the 
town centre. I believe this was in God’s plan as I was able to 
keep in touch with the student and pray for them when they 

mentor, as well as the mentee.

work, and has gone on to 6th form despite all the problems that 
were faced. The start of the new term is being enjoyed by a 
happy young person. Jennie

 was back at 

much scaled down festival. Rain
featured as usual but that didn’t 
stop the crowds from coming.
Once again, we supported the children’s work as part of the Fizz 
team to put on an outdoor programme which included games, 
challenges, live action storytelling and our legendary puppets. 
There was a guest appearance from our very own Captain 
Soggy-Bottom and even time for Jerry’s incredibly funny jokes  

(some of the children may disagree).

supported her child at primary school. The mother was really 
grateful and said how important it was for children to have a 
safe space to talk about the things that worry them. Jerry

Lark in the Park
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the appointment of Natasha 
Cook as our new Business 
Manager.  
We are also pleased to be 
joined by Simone Wendel, our 
Gap Year student this year.

New faces

Simone WendelNatasha Cook

Autumn 2021



East Wickham Primary Academy has 
benefitted from CRiBS services over the 
past twenty years. We started with the 
fabulous Christmas and Easter 'shows' that 
relay the true messages with compassion, 
clarity and elements of humour, enabling 
children to relate to Christian messages 
through appropriately levelled language 
and well thought through themes. The 
children particularly enjoy the puppets and 
always go back to class chatting happily 
about the stories. 

A few years ago, we invited CRiBs to 
enhance our RE lessons at the school, 
seeing this both as teacher CPD and 
relatable lessons for the children. CRiBS 
worked closely with us to devise a 
programme across the school, from 
Reception to Year Six, carefully devising 
themes to support curriculum elements. 
This has been excellent on both counts 
and is now a valuable resource. 

first read the job description for the role of 
CRiBS’ CEO, it didn’t include the statement: 
‘Must be willing to sit in an inflatable dinghy 
with a purple puppet whilst floating in the 
sea’. However, that’s exactly what he found 
himself doing one bright Thursday in 
September when the online assemblies team 
- including Dan, Jason and Simone - went on 
location to Herne Bay.

It was an ambitious undertaking as we 
wanted to film a set of three assemblies, two 
of which had a seaside theme (the calling of 
Peter, and Jesus walking on water) but by the 
end of the day we were thankful to God that 
we achieved what we set out to do. 

Filming on the beach had its challenges, 
despite the rest of the CRiBS team back in 
Bexley being totally convinced that the whole 
idea was just an excuse for a relaxing day out! 
As expected, we caught the attention of a 
number of passers-by, including a dog that 
bounded up to Mark in the middle of a ‘take’, 
much to everyone’s amusement. The owner 
apologised, although the stifled giggles cast 
doubt on his sincerity.

The weather was perfect, with continuous 
sunshine providing all the lighting we needed, 
whilst the sea was wonderfully calm with the 
gentlest of swells; the waves too provided the 
most sublime background sound as they 
soothingly lapped the shore. A calm sea was 
essential of course, as being picked up by the 
coast guard on the way to Essex or even the 
North Sea in a dinghy with a purple puppet 
would have been rather embarrassing for our 
aforementioned CEO, let alone hard to explain. 

Assemblies:
 

Lights, 
Camera, 
Seaside!

We’re grateful 
too, for our new 
Koru student, 
Simone, whose 
help was much 
appreciated, 

and despite our efforts to explain to her that 
this was not exactly ‘standard’ CRiBS work, we 
do wonder what kind of impression such an 
experience might have left her with! Filming on 
location was an experiment and it’s our prayer 
that the results not only contribute to children’s 
enjoyment of our online assemblies – which 
continue for the time being - but also to their 
understanding of Jesus Christ and the love of 
God. Jason

Quiz Night

Testimonial

Next, we looked 
for more 
intensive support 
for a group of 
children who 
would benefit 

from mentoring to improve their self-
esteem and achievements. CRiBS offer the 
brilliant Boys Noise, which has now been 
running at EWPA for four years. This 
provides both one-to-one counselling, 
coaching and male role models for children 
who may not have that positive influence 
in their lives and includes a wonderful 
After-school Club where the volunteers 
and boys have fun drumming, playing 
active games, and more. 

CRiBS are part of our life at EWPA and we 
are so grateful for their input. 
Susan Manzi, Headteacher (retired) 

We have volunteers in all 
areas of CRiBS life from 
supporting in the office 

and schools work to 
being trustees...

Have you ever wondered how you 
can support CRiBS, other than 
giving monetary gifts?  We have a 
booklet, available from the office 
or our website, which lists the 
opportunities. What about being 
an Ambassador for your church; 
promoting CRiBS, advertising our 
events and giving out our termly 
newsletters? Or maybe organising 
your own fundraising event; from 
something casual like a coffee 
morning to something a bit more 
adventurous? Contact the office 
for more details or visit 
www.cribsonline.org/donate.

What are you doing on 
Friday 12th November?  How about 

joining our popular Quiz evening?  We are 
planning to hold an in-person event at 

Trinity Baptist.  (Should Covid stop 
in-person events we will move this to 

Zoom).  Can you beat our reigning 
champions - “Quiz Kamara”? 

Email info@cribsonline.org to book.

It’s safe to say 
that when Mark 

One of the mentees that we have been 
working with has been struggling with a lot 
of emotional trauma that they haven’t been 
able to talk about at home as they wanted 

Unlimited: Prayer need

to appear “fine” to 
protect their family. 
This led to them 
self-harming and 
having suicidal 
thoughts which led 
to them planning 

to take their own life. After they opened up 
to their mentor about this the school was 
able to speak to the parent and a medical 
professional, so help was then made 
available for them. This young person still 
has many struggles but with the help of 
the Unlimited team has been able to begin 
their journey of healing. Please pray for 
them and the team as they continue to 
support many other young people. Adam
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