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Easter Play
It’s 8.00am. The barrier is raised and I take the CRiBS van down 
the drive. I’m spotted by the Premises Manager; he’s a burly 
man wearing shades and he’s coming towards me. I’m 
tempted to wind up the windows, but he’s arrived.
“Morning” I say, “I’m here for an Easter assembly –
can I park by the doors near the hall?”
“’ow much ‘ave ya got t’ unload?”
“Oh, quite a bit – a whole van actually.”
“Come on. Park up an’ I’ll give ya an ‘and.”
We unload the van together and I thank him for his help. I 
begin to set up on the stage. Soon my colleagues arrive and 
progress trebles in speed.

We are almost ready. The head teacher arrives and welcomes 
us. Suddenly I  realise I need the loo. I tell the team I’m going         
to find one.  I find the loo but the red ‘occupied’ sign is 
showing by the door handle... (cont. overleaf)

Summer in schools is testing 
and exam season. Children 
and young people – rightly 
or wrongly – have to 
showcase what they have 
learned and managed to 
retain in a short space of 
time, with the sense that their future might depend on the 
outcome. The merits or otherwise of exams, and whether 
or not results really define a young person’s future, can be 
debated at length of course. 

As Christians, we have the joy of knowing that God doesn’t 
write us off because of academic success or failure; even 
more that His grace means that when we deliberately 
choose the wrong way, there is a way back that is possible 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

That’s the hope that we take into schools in all the work 
we do, that you will find described in this newsletter. 
Thank you for standing with us; please pray that in the 
midst of all the pressures of growing up and education, 
children and young people will discover that for them-
selves too. Mark CEO CRiBS

Unlimited: Testimonial
The emotional wellbeing and mental health of young people has 
been hugely adversely affected by the Covid pandemic.

As a school we have never experienced the levels of need that 
are manifesting themselves on daily basis. We consider ourselves 
blessed to have had our established relationship with CRIBS to 
turn to, in order to try to meet the needs of our young people. As 
a school with a Christian ethos it will always be a priority to try 
to provide help and support that is founded on Gospel principles 
and we are happy and confident that this is what the CRIBS 
mentors provide for us. Their work is of immense value to our 
young people and their care and support for some of our most 
vulnerable pupils makes a difference as crucial as whether or not 
they even continue coming into school. Knowing that there is a 
person available to listen to their concerns and support them 
through their difficulties makes the world of difference not just in 
the moment but to their long-term success. 

In an age where expectations around masculinity can foster toxic 
attitudes and behaviours, the positive role model aspect of the 
CRIBS mentors who work with us has an impact across the 
whole school. The compassion and care that is shown to our 
young men, both in regular sessions and their willingness to 
jump in and give a helping hand at short notice, is something 
which we are immensely grateful for.

Ruth Loveday-Jones
Assistant Headteacher 
Inclusion (SENDco) 
St Columba’s Catholic Boys’ School 
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Coming up:

Workshops

...I tentatively knock 
and try the handle. 
The door doesn’t open. 
I wait… the minutes 
tick by. A staff member 
appears and I ask if 
this door always shows 
‘red’ like that. She quickly 
knocks and then pushes the door open. It’s 
been empty all along. I don’t have time to 
feel embarrassed.

I get back to the hall and it’s full of children. 
Children! Real, live little people gathered to 
watch our drama. I’m touched. Honoured. 
Thrilled. The drama begins and we tell them 
the story of Easter as ‘Shirley Holmes’ and 
‘Wotsit’ investigate ‘The Extraordinary Case 
of the Empty Tomb’.

We end, pack down, load the van, bundle 
into it and head off to the next school. 
We’re left wondering just what God might 
do with the last half hour. I’m also left 
making a mental note to myself to use the 
loo earlier next time.  Jason

It's amazing that we’re already into the 
summer term and have almost completed 
a full year of being back in school since 
the impact of Covid on the previous two 
school years.

As a team, Carole, Jason and I have been 
kept quite busy delivering lessons in 
schools, mostly in Bexley Borough but 
some outside, and the summer term is 
our busiest period this year.  The schools 
are an interesting mix of state, private 
and church schools so we now find 
ourselves teaching a range of lessons 
across a number of different types of 
syllabus.  This means that we use the 
‘REfresh’ lessons in some schools, 
‘Understanding Christianity’ (a Church of 
England resource) in some, and our 
newly-developed ‘REconnect’ lessons in 
others.  We always aim to present 
the Christian faith in a creative and 
captivating way.

It's so rewarding to frequently receive 
words of appreciation from staff and 
children.  Recently in one school a 
teacher informed me that every day 
that week the children in his class had 
been asking whether CRiBS were in.
At the end of one lesson a child expressed 
his disappointment that the CRiBS lesson 
was finishing and that he would rather it 
continued than do PE (I don’t think that 
was because he disliked PE!!). Another 
child simply said “Don’t go yet!”

   It's also so positive that in the lessons so  
  many children often ask questions and  
 want to know more… it’s sometimes a  
 challenge to keep focussed on the aim of  
a particular lesson or to keep within the 
time available because of the amount of   
input from children wanting to share ideas 
and views or to ask questions.

Another encouraging observation that I 
made this term was the knowledge 
of Holy Week, and particularly the 
Last Supper, demonstrated across 
a whole year group in one school, 
not a church school.  Although it 
wasn’t a school that we had 
visited before Easter their recall 
and understanding was so good.  
It had obviously been taught so 
well by the teachers.  We are 
thankful for Christian teachers and others 
who teach Christianity well, aside of what 
we are able to do.

Bookings are now being made for next 
school year.  We have a number of schools 
that have already booked, and received 
enquiries from a couple of new schools,  
but we have capacity for more.  

Please join us in praying that schools are 
able to include us in their planning (budget 
and timetable) and book us.   

Thank you for your continued support of 
the work that we do.  Paul

RE lessons

It’s that time of 
year when schools 
are preparing  
Year 6 pupils for their transition to 
secondary school.  Our popular ‘Moving 
Up’ workshop is once again booked to 
go into schools during June and July.  
Children respond well:

“I got to express my worries and my 
feelings so I feel better. I learnt to 
make a good first impression”

The summer also brings our involve-
ment with church community events in 
Sidcup (Lark in the Park) and Welling 
(Spark in the Park).  

In September, 
we started taking 
the CAP Money: Kids
course into primary 
schools. Since then we have been able to 
deliver to 54 classes across 19 schools. The 
workshop is split into two 90 minute 
sessions with a week in-between the two 
sessions. One of my favourite parts of  
                   this was the excitement from          
                   the children when they saw  
                   that we were there for the 
                   second part. 

                   As someone who has been a 
                   CAP client in the past for debt 
                   support, it is important for me 
                   that children be taught 
                   basic money management 
skills and principles. That’s why it’s a real 
privilege to teach the 
children about income, 
expenditure, budgeting, 
saving and debt, along 
with the biblical 
principles of contentment 
and giving. There is a mix 
of high-paced lively 
activities, with some more 
contemplative parts.  The way the children 
listen and engage with all the activities is 
amazing to see, especially when discussing 
contentment, giving and 
when I share some of my 
      own story with debt. 

CAP Workshop:

Please pray that children will be impacted through all we do.

We have recently 
received further funding 
to continue this project into the next 
school year, which is something that 
I am particularly looking forward to. 
Dan 
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